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INSIDE STORY HEADLIN E 

Message from Secretary Zimmerman 

The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs has the distinct 
privilege of serving the men and women whose service in the Armed 
Forces helped to secure our freedom.    
 
We work in concert with County and Tribal Veterans Service Officers 
and Veterans Service Organizations to advocate for veterans and 
their families and survivors, ensuring that they receive quality and 
timely care, support, benefits, and recognition for their service and 
sacrifice.     
 
The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs exists to serve 
South Dakotaôs veterans.  Iôm extremely proud of our staff for carry-
ing out our mission.   
 
Now, more than ever we need to continue to deliver on our promise 
to take care of our veterans.   We need to keep our sleeves rolled up 
and work collectively to ensure our veterans have a successful jour-
ney after they return home.   
 
South Dakota has a long, proud history of serving those who have 
sacrificed and served our country.  We are proud of this history and 
the partners that have shared in our success.   
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MISSION, VISION AND OVERVIEW  

Vision:  Voices for Veterans 
 
Mission :  To advocate for and provide the pathway for all veterans and their families to receive 
the benefits due to them. 
 
Overview:   The challenges facing South Dakota veterans as they return home from their ser-
vice to our nation remain unchanged from previous years.  Severely wounded personnel, in-
cluding those suffering Traumatic Brain Injury and Post Traumatic Stress, will strain the VA 
Health and Benefits systems for decades to come.  This is of great concern in South Dakota as 
there are high numbers of National Guard, Reserves, and active duty personnel participating in 
multiple deployments.   At a time when the United States Department of Defense and the Unit-
ed States Department of Veterans Affairs may have difficulty providing timely services to many 
veterans in need, SDDVA will augment and enhance needed support to obtain VA services and 
benefits to those who have served.   
 
SDDVA continues to collaborate with individuals, organizations, commissions, and national 
and  state agencies to develop, promote and support the interests of South Dakotaôs veterans.     
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LEADERSHIP  

Secretary 
Larry Zimmerman  
425 E. Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 
Pierre Phone: 605-773-3269 
Rapid City Phone: 605-394-1959 
Cell Phone: 605-593-7781 
Fax: 605-773-5380 
http://vetaffairs.sd.gov  
Email: larry.zimmerman@state.sd.us  
 
 

Deputy Secretary 
Aaron Pollard 
Claims Officeðc/o VA Regional Office 
PO Box 5046 
Sioux Falls, SD 57117-5046 
Phone:  605-333-6869 
Cell Phone:  605-360-4173 
Fax:  605-333-5386 
Email:   aaron.pollard@state.sd.us 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Role of the Office of the Secretary 

 

The Office of the Secretary drives the Departmentôs 

overall strategy and long-range planning initiatives 

and oversees the operation of the South Dakota De-

partment of Veterans Affairs (SDDVA).  

 

The Secretary works closely with the Governorôs  Of-

fice, other heads of South Dakota State agencies, the 

regional directors of the United States Department of 

Veterans Affairs, South Dakotaôs Congressional delega-

tion, and state legislators to ensure the Departmentôs 

overall mission and goals provide value to South Dako-

taôs veterans.    The Secretary oversees the state veter-

ans home, the claims office, the benefits service and 

education office, and many other programs and ser-

vices for our stateôs veterans.    

 

The Deputy Secretary serves as a surrogate for the Sec-

retary and is responsible for the day-to-day internal 

operations of the department including the depart-

mentôs budget, resolution of all critical issues and over-

sight of major contracts.    
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHART S 
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BUDGET AND FINANCE  

Department of Veterans Affairs  FY2013  FY2014  FY2015  
Change from 
Prior Fiscal 

Year  

     

Personal Services  $4,737,731   $5,103,609   $5,747,485  12.62% 

Operating Expenses  $4,784,911   $3,321,049   $4,782,654  44.01% 

     Headstone & Burial Grants  $32,495   $36,764   $44,600  21.31% 

     Grants to Regental & Tech Schools   $600,000        

     Costs new construction  $1,611,214   $24,714   $51,724  109.29% 

          

Special Funds      

     Bonus Claims   $213,610   $172,460   $152,220  -11.74% 

     

Receipts      

Medicaid Collections  $682,912   $676,124   $911,495  34.81% 

VA Per Diem  $2,276,952   $2,726,197   $2,828,801  3.76% 

Resident Rents   $2,224,250   $2,048,187   $2,255,214  10.11% 

The Office of Budget and Finance work develops, monitors, and manages the Departmentôs annual budget.  This team is re-
sponsible for maintaining effective working relationships with the Bureau of Finance and Management, Legislative Audit and 
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.     
 
Connie Hohn serves as the Budget/Finance Manager for the Department.    
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VETERAN COUNT  

 

South Dakotaôs efforts to honor and support our Na-
tionôs veterans are a testament to its commitment to 
the men and women who served in uniform.   
 
Veterans are one of this countryôs most valuable as-
sets and SDDVA is on the front line of providing as-
sistance to over 70,000 veterans and their families.      


